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H ERE is Pepe no one e which | 
Men have more in their Mouths, | or leſs f 
in their Hearts, than this of Charity ;- — 
Indeed we need only take a View of the 4 


Doctrine of the Apoſtle throughout this Chapter to be 

convinced of its great Excellency and Importance, 4 and 1 
of that peculiar Diſpoſition of Mind whicls is requiſite i” 

for the due and punctual Practice of it. The Difficulty 
of acquiring this Diſpoſition is in Truth the Ground of 
that Pre- eminence which St. Paul aſſigns to Charity in 
the Verſe J have juſt read to you. For Charity i is di- 


rectly and ee of a moral, practical, and ſocial 
5 e Nature; 


Nature; while Faith and Hope may in à great Mes- 
ſure be purely ſpeculative, and at beſt are but perſonal 
Graces. A Man may both firmly believe that Gov is, 
and even hope in his Mercy, without leading a Life 
ſuitable either to his Perſwaſions, or ExpeRations, F aith I 
therefore is not in itſelf, and intrinſically meritorious ; j 
for the Devils believe and tremble ; and preſumptuous 
| Hope is only the beſt of two bad Alternatives, and ra- 
ther to be indul gd than abſolute Deſpair. But Charity 
never. faileth ; it is the End of our Profeſſion; the Pro- 
duct and Fruit of our Faith; the Baſis of our Hope; * 
the Soul of our Religion; nay, and will be the Whole 
of Religion itſelf to all Eternity, when F aith ſhall be 
loſt in Knowledge, and Hope in Enjoyment. This 
general View of the Text is ſufficient to evince the Pro- 
priety of the Apoſtle's 8 Aſſertion; ; and I ſhall further 
take Occaſion from it, as well in regard to the Impor- 
tance of the Subject itſelf, as to its particular Seaſon- i 
ableneſs at this Time, | 


+ 


Firft, To aſcertain (with an Eye to the Doctrine of 
the Apoſtle) the N _ Exton; and a ecnt 7 
Chriſtian . 


Secondly, - 
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aun To Atzen 6 a few Conſideration aeg i to 
| 2 more univerſal Practice of it. . 


4 ' Thirdy, To e Aſfſtance 1 may be Able 
us herein by the illuſtrious Example we re in Gm 


E 


01 -P ms then we ſhall TOP PIE to nan he Na- 
the > Extent, and Excellence of Chriſtian Charity. 
Now theſe we may learn either from the Conſidera- 
tion of -what Chriſtian Charity is, or of what it is not. 
With Regard to what it is, in general, we are to ob- 
ſerve that it evidently implies the Whole that is com- 
prehended under the jfirf, and great Commandment, the 
Love of Gop; and under the fecond, that is like unto | 
it, the Love of our Neighbor. Charity therefore, or 

Love, as it hath Gop more immediately for its Object, 4 
regards him as the Fountain of all Perfection, the Au- 
thor of all Bliſs; it has therefore no Deſires but for his 
Favor, no Views but to his Glory. Thou ſhalt Iroe the 
LoRD thy Gop with all thy Heart, and with all thy Saul, 
and with all thy Strength, and with all thy Mind: There 
is a wonderful Energy, a beautiful Force in this Repe- 
tition of fimilar Expreſſions, that emphatically denotes 


that Punctuality, that t Sincerity; that Diſintereſtedneſs 
with 


| with which a Man ought to love, and ſerve his Gov, 
even at the Expence, if need be, of every Thing that 
is neareſt, and deareſt to him here on Earth. This Love 
muſt accordingly be the ruling Principle in all a Chri- 
ſtian does, or even can ſuffer for Gop and Religion; 
for though I give. my Body to be burned, and bave not Cha- 
rity, it profiteth me Nothing. Every Action derives its 
Merit from its Motive, and a Man may ſuffer in the 
beſt Cauſe upon wrong and unchriſtian Principles. 

mere Spirit of Oppoſition, as ſuch, an Affectation of 
Fortitude, a Deſire of Fame, and the like, are Motives; 
which if they do not always neceſſarily exclude the 


Concurrence, and Co-operation of the Love of Gop, at 


| leaſt ſuffer it to be but of inferior, and ſubordinate In- 
| fluence. We ſee then of how delicate a Nature Chri- 
ſtian Charity is in the higheſt Example of it; it loſes 
its Virtue in Proportion as it 1s tinctur d by mere ſel- 
fiſh, and ae nnen 


AND indeed if we gk purſue the Pi” "RY 
and Subdiviſions of Charity, as it reſpects our Neigh- 
bor, and our ordinary Behaviour in the Courſe of this 
World, it will appear that they are all ultimately re- 
ſolvible into this fundamental Principle, the Love of 
Gop. This 1s very evidently the Caſe with regard to 
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the mai a Inſtance of Se to „hn we are 
too apt to conſine our Notion of this Duty; that of 
giving Alms to the Poor; for though I leſtom all my 
Goods, to feed the Poor, and bave not Charity, it profit- 
eth me Nothing. There may be Munificence in giving, 

there may be Splendor, there may be natural Com- 
paſſion, but no Chriſtian Charity: A Man may do Alms 
to be ſeen of Men; and Liberality i in the higheſt In- 
ſtance of it may be the Effect, not of the. Goodneſs, 
but of the Pride of the Heart, Nay, it may happen 
that a Man's Charity, ſo call'd, ſhall be ſo far from flow- | 
ing from a proper Principle, that it ſhall clearly diſcover 
his Want of it; and. inſtead of proving his Love of Gop, 
or -Good-will towards Men for Gop's Sake, only betray 
his own Fears, and prudential, tho' late Concern for him- 
ſelf. There have been thoſe (tho' Charity itſelf obliges 
us to hope they have been but Few) who having led 
moſt ſordid and avaricious Lives, neither to the Honor 
of Gop, nor the good of Mankind, have finally hoped 
to repair all by a ſuccedaneous kind of Merit, by cha- 
ritable Donations, and large Foundations on, or near 
their Death-Beds. But ſurely in theſe Caſes a Man's 
Charity is not his Virtus, but his Subterfuge; not an 
Act of Benevolence, but of Repentance. Go upon 


all Occaſions Joveth a chearful Giver 3 that is, one > that 


gives from a true Motive of Piety towards him, and 
of Compaſſion for his Creatures; but a Man in the 
Caſe juſt mention'd cannot poſſibly be aſſur'd that he 
does not give grudgingly or of Neceſſity. And this is a 
falſe Kind of Charity,. which we ſhould be particularly 


caution'd againſt, becauſe it has a ſpecious Appearance, 
and ſeems to be the beſt Expedient in deſperate Cir 


| cumſtances. But though the beſt Expedient it may be, 


happieſt is he who truſts to no Expedients, who places 
the Strength of his Hope, not in thoſe Actions which 
are materially, and conſequentially good, but in ſuch as 
are intrinſically and fundamentally ſo.— After all, the 
Liberality of the moſt able and moſt willing muſt be 
infinitely confin'd in Comparifon of that univerſal Love, | 
Good-will, and Benevolence which we are taught is 
due from us to the whole Race of Mankind. This 
Love or Charity diſcovers itſelf in a proper Carriage to- 
| wards all Men, and in a beautiful Decency of Deport- 
ment: Charity doth not behave itſelf unſcemly: It diſplays 
itſelf in Acts of Friendſhip, and Kindneſs to Intimates, 
and Acquaintance; and manifeſts itſelf to all by the 
moſt open Courteſy, Generoſity, and Hoſpitality : Cha- 
rity is kind; nay, to crown all, it even leaves a Place 
in our Affections for our Enemies themſelves. For 
Love worketh no ill to his Neighbor ; and Charity ſuffer- 
5 1 


the ok tl 


Fi uh 4 6s not 1 . i al . endure 1 


erb all Things. | We learn from the Story of the good 
Somaritan who is to be conſider d as a Neighbor i in 
Aa Chriſtian Senſe, and the illuſtrious Example of our | 
Saviour himſelf ſhews us both the Reaſonableneſs, and 
Amiableneſs of bearin g Inſults, forgiving Injuries, and 
returning Good, for Evil. The Love of Gop muſt ne 
doubt be the predominant Principle of this refined 
Charity, which is able to ſubdue the Dictates of the 
Will, and the Impetuoſities of the Paſſions to Las Di- 


vine Commandments. 


| Inveep this great Article of Univerſal „ 1 
does virtually include the ſeveral inferior Points of Cha- 


rity, which St. Paul touches upon in this Chapter. 
Thus the Man who is taught from Chriſtian. Principles 
to forgive Injuries done to himſelf, will imagine no ill 
againſt others; Charity thinketh no Evil; and he who 
his learned to love his Enemies, will neither act, ſpeak, 
think, or. believe any thing unwarrantably, and with- 
: out Foundation, or willingly with it, to the Prejudice, 5 
and Diſreputation of his Nei ghbor. Charity helievet | 
all Things, hopeth all T, lings. 5 he Man who wiſhes ff 
well to all, will never repine at the Advantages, or 


2 Pre- eminencies of any over himſelf; Charity ait 
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not; and He who is 1 BY upon all Obs to 8 
Juſtice to the Merit of others, will not be forwar d, 
and officious in proclaimimg his own': Charity wvaunteth 
not itſelf, is not puffed up. In ſhort; He who always 
acts ſteadily, and uniformly with a View to the Honor 
of Gob, and the Good of Man, will take 4 propor- 
tionable Delight and Satisfaction, as he ſhall ſee Virtue, 
and Righteouſneſs, Peace, Tranquility, and good Or- 
der prevail in the World; and be equally diſpleaſed 
with every Attempt of Ungodlineſs towards their Pre- 
judice, and Subverſion ; Charity ręfciceth not in Iniquity, | 
but rejoiceth in the Truth, Such then, we ſee, is the 
Nature, Extent, and Excellence of this Grace, that it 
aſſumes the Properties and Qualities of almoſt every 
Virtue, and diſplays itſelf under a glorious Variety of 
Characters: It is Humility, it is Self-Denial, it is Pa- 
tience, it is F ortitude, it is Contentment, it is Candor, 
it is Juſtice, it is Munificence, it is Compaſſion, it is 
Good-Nature, it is religious Joy, and what not almoſt 
that is Praiſe-worthy, as Occaſion offers, — Exigen- 


cies require. 


AnD, if you will give me Leave to conſider it in a 
Light in which, I think, it has never yet been regard- 


ed, I will venture to add, it includes another Virtue 
1 : diſtin 


|; M4 1 


diſtinct bo, b bil . allied to many / of the 4550 3 
I mean that of Public e e or the Love of our 
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Ir hls been objected to 5 Chriſtian Religion 


that it gives no Directions or Precepts relative to this 
Virtue, fo confeſſedly noble, and amiable in itſelf. 


We grant indeed that Virtue is not inculcated in Holy 1 


Writ in ſo many plain and expreſs Terms: But ſurely 
that Principle which obliges us as we have Opportunity, | 
to do good unto all Men, ſhould induce us to conſult i in 
an eſpecial Manner the Welfare of thoſe with- whom 
we are more immediately connected. Tis a ſelf-evi- 
dent Maxim that a greater Obligation includes a leſs; 

and therefore if we are bound to Univerſal Love, and 
Good-will towards. Allens and Stran gers, they of our 
own Country ought to be dear to us from Motives Rll 
| ſtronger, and more forcible. The Scriptures are often 

particularly levelled at thoſe Vices, and Paſſions, which 
are moſt apt to drive a Man upon Projects of ſerving 
and aggrandizing himſelf at the Expence of the Public. 
They cleatly diſoountenance, and forbid all undue, and 
inordinate Deſire of Wealth, Honor, or Power; and 
there is a particular Property, and Excellence of Chtiſ- 


tian n Charity, which J have not ” mention'd, that ſhe 
| 8 wo feeketh 


ti 10 1 
ſeeleth not her own, I muſt confeſs there i is l 
ſo pleaſing in this Subject, that I know not how to part 
with it; and therefore I could further wiſh all thoſe 
who complain of our Saviour's Neglect to lay down 
particular Rules, and Precepts upon this Article, would 
at leaſt ſuffer themſelves to be guided by his Example. 
For though the Whole of his Life, and Converſation, 
of his Sufferings, and Death was one continued Act of 
Loving-Kindneſs, and Mercy to all the World, yet we 
may trace ſome peculiar Marks of Kindneſs, ſome no- 
ble Singularities of Affection for his own Country and 
Nation, Witneſs only thoſe beautiful and pathetical 
Expoſtulations of his with the City of Jeruſalem, even 
at a Time when he upbraids her Cruelty, and Ingrati- 
tude, and pronounces the fatal Sentence of her De- 
\ ſtruction : There is all the Concern, all the Humanity, 
all the Tenderneſs, every Thing but the Weakneſs of 
the moſt exquiſite Paſſion in. the following Paſſages: 
And when he was come near, he beheld the City, and wept 
over it; ſaying, if thou hadſt known, even. thou at leaſt in 
this thy Day the Things which belong unto thy Peace ! 
But now they are hid from thine Eyes. And again, O 
Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, which killeft the Prophets, and 
Aoneſt them that are ſent. unto thee, how often would I have | 
| gathered thy Children together ; as a Hen doth gather bey ©» 
Brood 


9 „e + 4 ae wt eee | 
Hoh is left unto you deſolate, Not indeed ſhall we be 
Ret at a Loſs for Precedents of Public Spirit, and national 

Affection, if we refer yet further to the ſacred Hiſtory ; 
Some of the moſt illuſtrious Perſonages of Old; as 
_ Abfes,: Joſhua, and Samuel, diſtinguiſh'd themſelves ve- 
ry frequently by the ſincereſt Love, and moſt diſſinte- 
reſted Regard for their Country; and our great Apoſtle 
particularly, though commiſſion'd to preach the Goſpel 
to the Gentile World, and in a Manner releas'd from al! 
Obligations of peculiar Love for his Countrymen, as 
well by that Commiſſion, as by their own remarkable ill 
Treatment of him, does yet often expreſs himſelf i in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms of Affection, and Zeal, for their 5 
Preſervation, I could wrſh, ſays he, that myſel Were ac- 
curſed from C HRIST for my Brethren, my Kinſmen, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh. A Wiſh ſure, that breaths forth 
the noble Spirit not only of Charity, but of Patriotiſm 
too! In a Word, let Men but allow their due Weight | 
to the Examples to be found in Scripture, and regard a 
Multitude of Rules, and Precepts i in their full and pro- 
per Latitude, and they will find the Love of their 
Country to be as ſtrongly prefling upon their Conſci- 
ences, as any Branch of Chriſtian Charity whatſoever. 
pon the whole then, this excellent Grace of Cha- 


rity plainly e all the hd we owe to Man- 
| . Kind 


kind in general, and our Neighbor in particular : It di. 
poſes us to all poſſible Acts of Goodneſs publickly and 
privately, to the Bodies, and to the Souls, to the Eſtates; 
and to the Reputations of others; and it finally requires 
all to be done from one only fixt, and ſteady Principle, 
of Love to Gop, and the moſt Ry Concern, for pa 
| Honor, and Glory, le 9h 


Bur it is proper to obſerve in this Place, that altho' 
a very great Degree of Self-denial, and Mortification, 
of Generoſity and Magnanimity, be neceſſary for the due 

Diſcharge of this Duty, yet it is really compatible with 
the Force of certain other Principles, and with the 
Exerciſe of many Qualities, and Paſſions, that at firſt 
Sight appear to be of a repugnant, and contradictory 
Nature to it. It is conſiſtent with prudent Self-Love, 
with temperate Zeal, with moderate Anger, with legal 
Proſecution, with reaſonable Reſentment, Charity 0- 
bliges us to conſult the Welfare, and Proſperity of 
others ; but it does not forbid us innocently, and juſtly 


to provide for our own; Charity is neither covetous, 
nor ambitious; but it declines neither Wealth, nor 


Honor, as the Fruit of Induſtry, or the Reward of Up- 
rightneſs. Charity injoins us to be tender of the Repu- 
tation of our Neighbor, but it forbids us not to be true 

Rte; „ 


to our own Deſerts, and jealous of our own Good- 
Name: Charity is neither inſolently Vain-glerious, nor 
unſeaſonably Modeſt; it is not ſwell'd, and puffed up, 
but it forbears not occaſionally to diſplay itſelf in its full 
Size, and proper Dimenſions: Charity teaches us to 
make Allowances for the Failings and Infirmities of our 
Fellow-Creatures, to put the moſt favourable Interpreta- 
tions upon their Actions, to cover a Multitude of Sins, to 
ſpeak Evil of no Man, to be no Brawlers, but gentle, 
ſbetoing all Meekneſs unto all Men; but it forbids us not 
manfully, and reſolutely to oppoſe all open and no- 
torious Wickedneſs, and 70 be zealoufly affected akvays ina 
good Thing, Charity inſtructs us to give Place unto 
Wrath, and, if it be poſſible, as much as lieth in us, to 


ve peaceably with all Men; but it allows us to exert a | 


proper Spirit upon a proper Occaſion, and to be angry, | 
provided we /in not, in Caſes wherein the Honor of Gon, 
the Intereſts of Religion, and Virtue, the Good of | 
Mankind, our Country, or our Friends are manifeſtly 
concern'd: Charity inclines us 70 recompence to no Man 
Evil for Evil, to take many Wrongs patiently, and even. 
in ſmall Matters to /uffer our ſelves to be defrauded in order 
to overcome Evil with Good; but it. permits us to procure 
all reaſonable Satisfaction in extraordinary Inſtances, and 
to defend our Lives, Families, Rights and Properties 


by all legal Methods againſt the Artifices of Fraud and 
Injuſtice, or the Attacks of Violence and Oppreſſion: 
Charity diſpoſes us to /ave our Enemies, to do good to 
them that hate us, and to pray for them that deſpite- 
Fully uſe us, and perſecute us: But it gives us Leave to 
| expreſs a Senſe of Injuries, and Provocations, to make 
a Diſtinction between Friends and Enemies, and to dif- 
claim all Perſonal, and Familiar Intercourfe and Con- 
nection with thoſe, at whoſe Hands we have receiv'd 
Evil. For the Chriſtian Religion was not deſign'd to 
extinguiſh, but to allay the Paſſions; not to ſuperſede 
the Appetites, and Affections of Nature, but to regu- 
late and correct them. And this it effectually does by 
the wonderful Force and Efficacy of this Grace of 
Chriftian Charity: Becauſe Charity enlarges our Noti- 
ons, and opens our Souls. Under her Influence and 
Direction, our Self Love will never be ſordid, our Zeal 
furious, our Anger violent, our Profecutions malicions, 
our Reſentments implacable : And the Interpofition of 
Chriſtian Charity is . moſt critically neceflary upon many 
Occaſions ; becauſe thin and ſlender are the Barriers be- 
' tween Liberty, and Excefs, It is uſual for a Vice to 
ſhelter itfelf under the Denomination of a neighboring 
Virtue. The moſt extravagant Profuſeneſs, or the moſt 
ridiculous Vanity frequently aſſume the Characters of 
3 Fe, Muni- 


T's 15 99 
5 Manificence, and Charity ; the moſt mercileſs 3 | 
profeſſes to draw the Sword of Juſtice, and fiery Perſe- 
cution affects the Name of Holy Zeal. It is therefore 
the Buſineſs of Charity to ſettle and fix the Natures and 
Differences of Things: To aſcertain the proper Motives 


of our Behaviour to all Men; and to take Care that 


whatever Inconvenience, or Calamity may poſſibly befall 
| Others, through our Means, or upon our Accounts, the 
Blame ſhall be wholly chargeable upon themſelves. A 
good Chriſtian then is a reaſonable Creature; His Con- 
duct is neither the Reſult of mere Apathy, and Inſen- 
ſibility of Temper, nor yet of Violence and Extrava- 
gance; for as he that is void of Paſſions is no better than 
an Idiot, ſo the Man who is ruled by them is a Monſter. 
—— Now the great Difficulty of bringing our Paſſions 
under a due Subjection, and of laying the Impulſes, and © 

Propenſities of corrupt Nature under proper Reſtraints, 
is but too viſible from the apparent Want of Charity in 
the Chriſtian World; and nen, I am . led 
to ſuggeſt, VVV 


S (a propoſed) a 1 5 Conſiderations di- 
recting to the more univerſal Practice of it. —And be- 
cauſe it is plainly owing to the Predominancy of Paſſions, 


and the Force of wrong and narrow Principles that Men 
2 either 


"T1. 


her neglect to perform the firſt, and moſt FW ASA 
Obligation of Charity, that of doing good to thoſe that 
need by the Diſtribution of their own Abundance; or 
elfe, as hath been hinted already, perform that Obliga- 
tion with little or no Advantage'to themſelves, it may 
be proper to point out in the firſt Place a ſuitable Con- 
fideration to ſuch, drawn from the true Uſe and Benefit 
of Riches. Our Saviour tells us 2 Man s Life confiſteth 
not in the Abundance of the Things which he poſſeſſeth 
and Experience verifies the ſaying ; For Wealth conſi- 
der'd as a Thing merely perſonal, is of no Credit, or 
Comfort to it's Owner; it may enforce Fear, but it 
cannot command Eſteem; it may adminiſter to Luxury, 
and Pomp, but it can neither alleviate Sorrow, nor 
ſweeten Care; it will furniſh- the Conveniencies, and 
Superfluities of Life, but it can neither prevent the Acci- 
dents of it, nor prolong it's Date. | Whereas he who 
charitably communicates of his earthly Treaſures from 
a Principle, not of mere natural Pity, but of Love to 
Man for Gop's Sake, he who is rich in good Works, 
who conſiders his Wealth rather as his Charge than his 
Property, who is faithful in the unrighteous Mammon, : 
and holds himſelf accountable for the Management of it, 
not only ſecures to himſelf a certain Fund of. preſent 
Honor, Satisfaction, and Comfort, but likewiſe layeth _ 
1 
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5 5 himſelf Trafire in Heaven, which Wan. never 
5 e ay, it is even id this Life, more bleſſed to 
give than to rebelve; and he who without Proſpect of 
Return, or poſſibility of preſent Recompence, does Acts | 
of Charity, and Liberality, freely, extenſively, impar- | 
5 tially, as he imitates, the Bounty ſo he enjoys in ſome 
Meaſure the. Prerogative of his Father which is in Hea- 
ven, Who, although he can receive no Obligations, is 
perpetually conferring them. Indeed the Meaſures 
and Degrees of Charity muſt be left to the Direction, 
and Conſciences of Men; this only is certain, that 
1 after all proper, and reaſonable Precautions taken, ne- 
ceſſary for perſonal Comfort, and Conveniency, for the 
| Support. of Order, and Diſtinction in the World, for 
the Maintenance, and Reputation of Families, every | 
Thing redundant, and ſuperfluous loudly: demands 'a 
Charitable Application. What immenſe Sums have 
been expended in mere Vanity, and Folly, or (which 
18 worſe) ſacrificed to Wickedneſs, and Vice, that the wh” 
Owners will one Day with to ſee | gat to a more | 


rational, and Chriſtian Account. fall ec 
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Ae it is further to tie DN THR OR en the 
U Advantages of Wealth be confin'd to Few, yet 
on ſpiritual Benefits of it may be reaped by many: 

* 191 D „ | Every. 
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Every Man may be charitable according to his Sub- 


ſtance, and the Merit of Charity will be meaſur d not 


by the Value of the Gift, but the Intention of the 
Giver ; if there be a willing Mind, it is accepted ac- 
| cording to that a Man hath, and nat according to that 

5 be hath not: He that giveth a Cup of cold Water only 
in the Name of CuR1sT, Hall not loſe his Reward ; and 
the Widow's two Mites will, no doubt, be ro__ with 
manifold Intereſt in Heaven. 


Bur Secondly, T he general Obligations to Charity, 
as it implies that Love, Benevolence, and Goodwill 
we owe all Mankind, and the whole Duty of Man to 

his Neighbor, may be inforced both from temporal, 
and ſpiritual Conſiderations, Firſt, the temporal ones 
are very obvious. How good, and how pleaſant 1s it for 
Brethren to dwell together in Unity! Did all Men act as 
ſocial, and rational Creatures ſhould, agreeably to the 
full Tenor, and Import of that excellent Rule of Cha- 
| rity, thou ſhalt love thy Neighbor as thyſelf, or that 

of Equity too, whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 
unto you, do ye ſo even unto them. Univerſal Peace, and 
Proſperity muſt enſue. Indeed in the preſent Dege- 
' neracy of Men, and Manners, it might be amuſing to 

_ deſcribe ſuch golden Days as theſe, but it is vain to 
oO 
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expect mem. Every Man however 3 in his own 1 Siherd 
and according to the beſt of his Abilities, and Oppor- 
tunities, ſhould endeavour to promote Peace on Earth, 

and Good-avill' among Men. Private Societies, one 
would think, might be kept up, and Good-neighbor- | 
| hoods ſubſiſt, though the public Tranquility ſhould | 

be diſturb d, and the World were in Arms. I am 


ſenſible indeed too many Cauſes fatally concur to break 
the Bonds of Chriſtian Charity, to ſow Animoſities, 

and Diffentions in the World, to ſeparate even chief 
Friends, and to encourage, and foment Debates, Envy- 
ings, Wraths, Strifes, Backbitings, Whiſpering, Swel- 
lings, Tumults among us: But nothing does this to 
ſuch miſchievous Effect, as the fierce Bigotry of Party- 
Zeal. This is a very delicate T opic, and what I would 
willingly have declined did it not ariſe naturally from 
my subject. It is not my Buſineſs to enter into the 
Merits of a Party, and much leſs my Inclination to 
confine Merit to a Patty. Men will not think alike, 
and different Means have been deviſed for the Attain- 
ment of the ſame End. There are however ſome 
infallible Teſts, ſome certain Criterions of Excellence 
by which we may reaſonably judge of Opinions, and 
of Men; if any one of whatever Degree, or Character 
plainly attaches himſelf not to Perſons, but to Things; 
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if he acts upon known Principles of Ae and 
Public Spirit, Integrity, and Diſintereſtedneſs; if his 
Zeal be not enflam'd_ by Perſonal | | Enmity, * Envy or 
Diſguſt, but animated by a noble Concern for the Ho- 
nor of Gop, the Good of the Church, and the Wel- 
fare of his Country; if in the purſuit of theſe Points 
he wiſhes not the Deſtruction; but the. Conviction of 
thoſe that oppoſe themſekves—in theſe Caſes there is no 
room to doubt of the Uprightneſs of a Man's Senti- 
ments, or of his Adherence to them with equal. Reſo- 
lution, and Temper, with steadineſs and true Mode- 
ration: And therefore as far as all Denominations 
admit of the above Principles and Qualities they are 
at leaſt equally entitled to the Merit of Sincerity, and 
an honeſt Intention. All Difference therefore is not 
neceſſarily attended with a Breach of Charity: Then 
only the Peace of a Neighborhood, and the Quiet of | 
Families is endanger'd, when Men are either ignorantly 
zealous, and ridiculouſly violent in a Good Cauſe, or 
perverſely obſtinate, and ſelfiſhly. tenacious in a bad 
one. And here 'tis melancholy to reflect, that whats | 
ever be the Ground of moſt of the Diſorders, and — 
viſions that have made Havock i in the World, Religion 
is always the Pretence ; whereas were the Hearts of 
Men ſuſceptible of Religious Impreſſions, they would 
either 


either be unanimous in their Opinions, or charitable in 
their Differences. St. Paul numbers Hatred, Variance, 
 Emmlations, Wrath, and. Strife among the. Works, of the 
Fleſp ; | But the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joys: Peatts 
n iu ering, Ge and Meekneſs. E 


Aup this ſuggeſts further the ſpirital Conkiderations 
directing to the Practice of Chriſtian Charity. Now 
the Exerciſe | of Charity upon Earth is the only | 
Preparative for the Enjoyments of Heaven, Indeed 
Charity i in the moſt amiable and generous Inſtance. of 
it, 1s an indiſpenſable Condition of our Salvation. Fur 
if ye - forgive Men their Ti reſpaſſes, your beavenly Father 
will alſo forgin ve you : But if ye forgis ve not Men their 
7 reſpaſſes, neither will | your Father  forgit ve your Treſpaſſes. 
And an eaſy, and advantageous Condition of Salvation 
it is; for who would ſeruple to remit the Sum of an 
hundred Pence, to be releas'd from a Debt of ten thou- 
ſand Talents? Nay, the Nature of Heavenly Happineſs 
is ſuch, that Perſons: of an unforgiving. Temper could 
not reliſh it, even ſuppoſing. them to be admitted into 
it. The glorious Preſence of Gop, and the Society 
and Communion of Angels, and Spirits made perfect, 
would afford no Satisfaction to envious, implacable, 


malicious, and e Souls. To theſe: Heaven 
- itſelf 


Itſelf would be a Place of Tortdews': What + Bb 
could they find where all is Parity, Meekneſs, Peace, 
Love, Content, and Harmony? Incapacitated for fuck 
pleaſing Senſations as theſe, their Souls would be the 
miſerable Seat of Horror, Madneſs, Vexation, and 
Diſſappointment; For Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of Gon, neither ſhall Corruption inherit In- 
corruption. We muſt therefore prepare ourſelves in 
this World for the refin'd Pleaſures of the next; if we 
would be happy in the divine Preſence we muſt firſt. 
imitate the Divine Perfections; for it is in vain to hope 
to obtain the Prize of our high Calling, unleſs we run 
the Race that is ſet before us. But Speculations, and 


| Precepts, notwithſtanding the Reaſonableneſs and Pro- 


priety of them, have not the ſame F orce and Efficacy 
28 Example, and therefore let us, : 


THrrkDLyY and LASTLY inquire au Aſſiftance herein 
may be afforded by that illuſtrious One we are in 
Gratitude bound to call to Mind on this Me” 


| Anv ſure in this Place the Name of COLSTON 
will be an everlaſting Incitement to Chriſtian Virtae | 
He eminently practis d moſt every Thing 1 have en- 
deavoured to inculcate. It is needleſs and indeed would 
be in a Manner endleſs, to enumerate the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles 
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9 3 15 8 ak diffuſive . or to boat upon | 


the many atniable Particulars of his Life, and Conver- 
ſation. Let it ſuffice in General to obſerve: that his 
Good Works were particularly declarative of the moſt 
ardent Love of Gor, and Man. His Munificence, and 
Liberality were plentifully beſtow'd upon the Houſes 
of Gop. himſelf, and his Charitable Foundations were 
equally calculated for the Support of the Body, and the 
Improvement of the Soul. And to his Honor be it 
remember d that many of his moſt uſeful, and ample 
Benefactions, and Charities were defign'd and accom- 
pliſh'd in the Vigour of his Life, and Health; and 
therefore his Charitable Bequeſts, and Donations by 
Will muſt be conſider'd, not as the Effects of Remorſe, 
or the Efforts of Deſpair (the poſſible Subſtitutes of 


true Charity) but as the natural Fruits, and Conſe- 
quences of ' a confirm'd and habitual Piety towards 


the manifold Inſtances of his Munificence, and Bounty 
be imputed to the Force of any other falſe Principle of 
ſuppos'd Perſonal Merit, Spiritual Pride, Oſtentation, 
or vain Glory. We are required indeed in a certain 
Place to be ſecret both in our Alms, and Devotions; 
but ſuch Secreſy i is undoubtedly compatible. with open 


Charity, and Public W ; how otherwiſe ſhall we 
-— 


# 7 b 7 ” 


* 1] 


| res Works, and "1 dorife our Father- ue in Heaver ? 
Profeſſion is one Thing, and Oſtentation another. / Tis 
true, Liberality abroad though it may diſguiſe, can ne- 
ver attone for” Selfiſhneſs, and Avarice at home; but 
public Benefactions were not the Whole, but a Branch 
only of the Charity of that excellent Perſon, to whoſe 
Memory I wiſh I could do Juſtice. The Extent. of his 
private Bounty is unknown; but we may reaſonably 
infer from the Nature of his public Charities, and the 
wiſe, and pious Purpoſes to which they are appropri- 
ated, that this likewiſe was neither injudiciouſſy, nor 
ſparingly diſpens'd. And it is laſtly evident from the 
Steadineſs of his Piety, and the Humility of his Soul, 
that He arrogated to himſelf no extraordinary Virtue 
from the Number, or Size of his Good Deeds, nor 
pretend to any Merit, but that of a Servant doing his 
Duty to his Maſter, or of a Steward counting to his 
Lokb. . ENT x5 | 


Axpo as Gop bleſt him with ae Abilities t to = 
Good, fo was he excellently qualified by a natural 
Sweetneſs of Temper cultivated by religious Conſide- 
rations, to ſuffer Evil. He was indeed a complete K 
Chriſtian Pattern; a perfect Example ke far as Hu- 


man 
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man Infirmities would admit) 1 both of active, ans paf 
ſive Charity. The Injuries, and Provocations he re- % 
ceiv'd were manifold, and touch'd him in the moſt 
tender Places: Neither his ſingular Piety, nor his un- 
ſhaken Integrity, nor his ſtudied Inoffenſiveneſs could 
protect him from the Voice of Calumny and Detraction, 
or (to ſpeak in the emphatical Language of holy Writ) 
hide him from the Scourge of the Tongue. To paſs by 
many ſcandalous Aſperſions which he bore with uncom- 
mon Meekneſs, nothing could equal the Deſpitefulneſs 
of a certain Inſinuation to his Diſadvantage, but the 
Abſurdity of it; for it ſeems his known Attachment to 
the Church of England, his Zeal for her Doctrine, 
and Diſcipline, his conſtant Attendance on her public 
Worſhip, his open Declarations againſt the Errors of the 
Church of Rome, and his vow'd Abhorrence of Schiſm, 
and Infidelity, were prepoſterouſly interpreted into an 
Affection for Popery itſelf, A moſt infamous Reproach, 
this, and too often occaſionally thrown by her Enemies 
upon the trueſt Members of our holy Church, For 
 Popery is the Latitudinarian Signal, the everlaſting Cant | 
of Hereſy, the Cry of Licentiouſneſs, the Clamour of 
Atheiſm. It is our Duty (after the great Example be- 
fore us) to forgive our Enemies, Perſecutors and Slan- 


derers, but at the fame Time- by all pious, prudent, 
| . and 


| ws 26] 14 
and e Methods to endeavour to obelste = 
' pernicious Effects of ſuch malicious Slanders, ſuch per- 
verſe Miſrepreſentations.— Thus we. ſee, this worthy 
| Perſon lived at a Time when there was ſcarce a greater 
Demand for his Charity, than there was for his Pati- 
ence. And would to Gop there was not as loud a Call 
for the Exerciſe of that Chriſtian Virtue at this Day 
But the Time admoniſhes me to conclude with a Wiſh 
or two ſuitable to the preſent Occaſion, that all thoſe 
who are afliſted, or maintain'd by the Benefactions of 
Mr. COLST ON, may ſhew a proper Reverence for 
his Memory, by conſcientiouſly fulfilling his Intentions. 
He his enabled many aged Perſons to ſerve Gop with 
Comfort to themſelves. He his reſcued many young 
Ones from the Temptations incident to Want, Igno- 
rance, and Idleneſs. May the former, the Time of 
whoſe Departure is at Hand, finiſh their Courſe with 
Steadineſs, and Reſolution ! May the latter purſue the 
Way in which they are now taught to go, and engage 
the future Favour, and Blefling of their Creator, by 
remembring him in the Days of their Youth ! This is 
the only Return both can make to their Patron for his 
Benefactions, or to Gop for their Benefactor. 7 


AND 


Ap finally may we all in our reſpective Stations, 
and to the uttermoſt of our Powers, learn of him, to 
whoſe Honor this Day is here moſt juſtly dedicated, to 


x give, and toforgive : . a To put on - Bowels of Merci es, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long-ſu Herring ; 
to forbear one another, and' forgive one another, if any 
Man have a Quarrel again any, even as CHR 1ST forgave 
us: And above all theſe Things to put on Charity, which 
is the Bond of Perfecineſ. And becauſe without the 
Aſſiſtance, and Co-operation of the Divine Grace Noth- 
ing is Arong, Nothing is holy, let us daily, and earneſtly 
pray to Gop who hds taught us that all our Deeds ith: 
out Charity are nothing worth, to ſend his Holy Ghoſt, ant 
pour into our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, the 
very Bond of Peace, and of all Virtues ; without which 
whoſoever liveth is counted dead before him. Grant this 
therefore, O Lox, for thine only Son Jesus CunisT's 
Sake, to whom with thee; and the Holy Ghoſt, three 
' Perſons, and one Gon, be Glory, and Majeſty, Os: 
nion, and Tower, now ande ever, AMEN. „„ 
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